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faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affect:
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““We desire but the good of the world and the hapriness of the nations; that all nations shall become one in
on and unity between the sons of men shallbe strengthened;

that diversity of religion shall cease and differences of race be annulled. So L SS Srifes,
AHA'Q'LLAH.

these ruinous wars shall pass away, and the ‘Most Great Peace’ shall come.’
Nb. 1
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. TEACHINGS OF BAHA’O'LLAH, ) , L
FROM DISCOURSES GIVEN BY ABDUL-BAHA IN LONDON AND PARIS.

“Shouldst thou make the mirror of the heart pure and clear from the dust of prejudice,
thou wilt comprehend all the symbols in the sayings of the perfect Word of Divinity in
every Manifestation and be informed of the mysteries of knowledge. But, unless thou de-
stroyest with the fire of Severance the veils of learning which are conyentional among the

servants, thou wilt not attain to the brilliant morn of the Ideal Knowledge.”

—Book of Ighan.

THE FIRST PRINCIPLE OF THE TEACHING OF
BAHA'O'LLAH IS:

The Search after Truth.

N ORDER to search after the Truth, men
must shut their eyes to all the traditional
superstitions of the past.

The Jews have traditional superstitions, the
Christians also; also the Zoroastrians, the Bud-
dhists. All religions are bound by traditions
and dogma, all consider they themselves are
right and the rest are wrong. The Jews be-
lieve themselves to be the only possessors of
the Truth and condemn all other religions;
the Christians say their religion is the only
true one and all others are false; likewise the
Buddhists and Mohammedans, all limit them-
selves. If all condemn one another, where
can we search for Truth? All contradict one
another, all cannot be true. If each considers
their Religion as the only true one, it is im-
possible for them to see the Truth in the
others.

If a Jew is bound by the external practice
of the Religion of Israel, he can never under-
stand that Truth can exist in any other Re-
ligion but his own. We must, therefore, detach
ourselves from forms and external practices
of Religion if we wish to see the Truth and
reality of others. We must abandon the pre-
judices of tradition.

If a Zoroastrian believes that the Sun is
God, how can he be united to other religions?

The idolators believe in their idols, how can
they understand the Unity of God?

It is clear then that in order to search after
Truth we must detach ourselves from super-
stition. If all men would follow this principle,
Truth would be found and they would have a
et Vision; .+ .
*4h five peopb: meet .ogéther to search for
Tru.tly sthey, must "begir: by putting aside their
owy spedal'camloﬁons and renounce their own
pte)ud'.ress 6y order to find Truth we must

ye.ixp.'our. sma'ﬂ.ldeas The fact that we
imagine ‘ofirselvis tp be right and every one
else to be wrong, is the greatest obstacle in
the path of Unity, and Unity is necessary if we
desire to find Truth.

Therefore we must renounce our own par-
ticular prejudices and superstitions if we are
in earnest in our search for Truth. Unless
we make a distinct division between dogma,
superstition, prejudice, on the one hand, and
Truth on the other, we shall never succeed.
When we wish to find a thing we search for
it everywhere, therefore we must carry this
principle out in our search for Truth,

Science must be accepted. Light is good in
whatever lamp it is burning; a rose is beauti-
ful in whatever garden it grows; a star has
the same radiance from whatever point it
rises.

Have no prejudices. You must love the Sun
wherever it rises. If the Sun of Truth shi
in Jesus, it has also shone in Moses and in
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Buddha. That is what is meant by the Search
for Truth,

It means also that we must put aside all we
have learned before and recommence our edu-
cation. We must not be attached to any one
religion or personality, for fear of at last be-
coming bound by superstition. When we are

once detached we can seek the Truth and ar-
rive at our goal. Then we shall see Truth in
the reality of all religions, for Truth is in all.

The first discovery we make in our search
for Truth will lead us to the Unity of Man-
kind.

“O Children of Men! Do ye know why We have created ye from one clay? That no

one should glorify himself over the other.

Be ye ever mindful of how ye were created

Since We created ye all from one substance, ye must be as one soul, walking with the same
feet, eating with one mouth and living in one land, that ye may manifest with your being
and by your deeds and actions the signs of unity and the spirit of oneness.”—Arabic Hidden

Words.

THE SECOND PRINCIPLE.

The Unity of Mankind.

ESTERDAY 1 spoke to you of the First
Principle of the Teaching of BAnA’O-
LLAH, the Search after Truth. It is
necessary for a man to put aside all he be-
lieved before in the nature of traditional
superstition and regard all religions as equal.
He must not love and cling to one, and detest
another. He must search for Truth in all,
and if his search be earnest he, V‘l". suech]:

The Second Prmaﬂe'k'ﬂw Umlq-'of Mao® 0
kind. All are servad’&v{ ‘tie One ‘God—.-and
God reigns over all’ and bhagt plgasme d'h:all
alike. All men are of one, f:lwlﬁf'tﬁe‘crpwu
of humanity rests on the hgad af tix‘h..\ian-
In the eyes of the Creator'a'u.qn'.eqia-l- rré
is kind to all, He does not Yavor this nation
or that nation, all are His creatures. If this
is so, why should we divide one race from an-
other, creating superstitions, differences be-
tween one people and another?

The only difference between men is the
difference in degree. Some are like children,
who are ignorant and must be educated and
reared to maturity; some are like the sick and
must be treated with tenderness and care.
None are bad or evil. We must not feel re-
pelled by these poor children, we must be
kind, we must teach the ignorant and tend the
sick.

Consider: Unity is the cause of existence,
love is the cause of life; and on the other
hand separation is the cause of death. In the
world of creation, for instance, all things owe
their existence to Unity. The elements which
compose wood, stone or minerals, are held to-

gether by the Law of Attraction; if the law
ceases to hold these elements together, if they
are separated, then the object will not exist.
The law of attraction has brought together
certain elements in the form of this flower,
but as soon as the law of attraction is with-
drawn from this centre, the flower will decom-
pose.

So it is with humanity. The great Law of
Attraction, Harmony and Unity forms this
wonderful creation. When the law is no long-
er active on the body of a man, he dies. So
it is evident that attraction, unity, harmony
and love are the causes of life, whereas re-
pulsion, disunion, inharmony and hatred
cause death.

We have seen that whatever causes separa- _
tion in the world of existence causes death.
Therefore, it is the same in the world of the
spirit,

All who are servants of the one God must
be united in the law of attraction. They must,
therefore, avoid all hatred, disagreement and
discord.

We find, if we look at nature, that the
gentler animals group together, the lambs, the
deer—and also that the wild animals live
apart from civilization in the forest, the tiger,
the lion and the wolf. Two wolves can live
together, but a thousand lambs can share the
same fold and remain at peace. Two eagles
can dwell in the same place, while a thousand
doves can make their habitation together. Man
should at least be numbered among the gentler
animals—but when he becomes ferocious, Ah
well!

The point is this: BaHA’O'LLAE has pro-
claimed the Unity of the World of Mankind.
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All people are of one family, and all should
feel to one another as father, mother, sister,
daughter.

I hope you will spread this teaching of
BAHA’O'LLAH,

BAnA’0’LLAH has said that if it were possible
one should love one’s enemy and act the same
towards him as though he were a friend. If
all followed this principle, the greatest Unity
and understanding would be established in the
hearts of men.

“Knowledge is like unto wings for the being of man, and is as a ladder for ascending.
To acquire knowledge is incumbent on all, but of those sciences which may ﬁroﬁt the peo-
ple of the carth, and not such sciences as begin in mere words and end in mere words.
The possessors of sciences and arts have a great right among the people of the world.

Indced, the real treasury of man is his knowledge.

Knowledge is the means of honor,

prosperity, joy, gladness, happiness and exultation”—Words of Paradise.

THE THIRD PRINCIPLE.
Unity of Religion and Science.

ESTERDAY I spoke to you of the Sec-
ond Principle of the Teaching of BanA’-
0'LLAH, the Unity of Mankind. The first,

as I have said, is the Search after Truth. The
third is the acceptance of the Relation between
Religion and Science.

There is no contradiction extstmg between
True Religion and Science. When a Religion
is opposed to Science it becomes mere super-
stition. How can a man believe that which
Science has proved impossible? If he believes
in spite of his reason it is rather ignorant su-
perstition than faith.

The origin of Science and Religion is iden-
tical. Religious principles have all been based
on Science. The Unity of God is logical and
can be understood through scientific study.
All religions teach that we must do good.
This is logical, the only way humanity can
progress. We must be generous, sincere,
faithful, law-abiding. All this is reasonable.
All religious laws conform to reason and are
logically suited to the people for whom they
are made and for the time in which they are
practiced.

Religion has two principal parts: (a)
Practical and (b) Spiritual. The spiritual
part never changes. All the manifestations of
God and the Prophets have taught the same
truths and have given the same spiritual law.
The Sun of Truth has sent forth many rays
to illumine the human intelligence, the light is
always the same. They all teach the same
code of morality. There is no division in the
Truth.

The practical part of religion deals with
outer forms and ceremonies. This is the ma-
terial part of the law and guides the customs
of the people.

In the time of Moses there were ten offences
deserving capital punishment. When the
Christ came the law was changed. The old
law, an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth,
was changed to one of mercy and forbearance.
In the old days the punishment for theft was
the cutting off of the right hand; in our days
this law could not be applied. Nowadays he
who curses his father is allowed to live; then
he was put to death.

So we see that, whereas the spiritual law
of religion never changes, the practical law
treatmg with actions changes with the neces-

-s:&w of .the {ime.

-ft-ls*ﬁ'osplmmlmd' ndbral part of religious
law *that. is the *nlosts Smportant of the two.
Alfg qie#dm. of orality contained in the law
of every, rehgwn.ere logically right. If re-
.glbn":,s'contta. - tp dogic, then it is no longer
a rel|g16n bu't-lhcré'fy a tradition. This is cer-
tain. Therefore, put all your beliefs in har-
mony with science. There must be no oppo-
sition. Religion and science are the two
wings with which man’s intelligence can soar
into the heights. It is not possible to fly with
one wing alone.

All religions of the present day have fallen
into superstitious practices, which are out of '
harmony both with true principles of the
teaching they represent and with the scientific
discoveries of the time. This has the effect
of making people think that science and reli-
gion must of necessity be opposed to one an-
other.

If religion conformed to science, there
would be a great unifying, cleansing force in
the world which would sweep before it all
wars and disagreement, all disunion and in-
harmony, and men would be united in the
power of the love of God.
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WHY A NEW REVELATION?

BY ELLEN V. BEECHER,

HE followers of BAHA’O'LLAH, especially
in America, are constantly confronted
with the vital question: Is not Christian-

ity complete in itself? And this query is quite
worthy of consideration by all inquiring minds
in the religious world. It is conceded by those
who are alert to Truth, and interested in his-
tory; as well as the events of this present age,
that through the influence of Christianity a
large part of mankind has become more or less
civilized, refined and educated; while its teach-
ers and missionaries are still putting forth
mighty efforts to spread its teaching far and
wide.

Why then do we need another Revelation
from God at this time?

Is Christianity complete in itself? The word
Christianity covers much that Jesus the Christ
would not recognize nor endorse. Under its
head are man-made creeds upon creeds, with
dogmas many, and philosophies untold. Very
much is and has ever been taught about Christ,
and what He intended to give humanity by
His life, teaching and death, but His deep,
vital, and far reaching work has pot xet’bﬁ.éx
fully grasped by the , yortalfed ‘Chnsjfai weetd s
so that in a measurd‘ T8 ‘ministry Jbas.been a
seeming failure after these, ¢y tl'pw.:ﬁ-ui Yéars,
as far as the salvation or pmwof‘m:ﬁﬂgpd dS
concerned. . .~

It was believed by Cfrrxs\‘s 'fdlléwers that
He was a perfected Bemg, mspnred by God
himself as a world Saviour, and He cer-
tainly was all of this. In and of Himself, and
His message, was all that man required to
enable him to unfold to his highest possibili-
ties as man “in the Image of God” for all
Eternity. But the failure has come about on
man’s part, for he has not grasped the inner
or spiritual meaning of the Word, which was
from the beginning, and which “was God.” It

* has rather been Jesus the divine man which

has been worshiped more than the Word.
From all time Infinite Mind has revealed
Himself as the Living Word in the flesh, but
it has been unheard or overlooked by the
masses. The Word is One, and so simple that
“A wayfaring man though a fool need not err
therein.,” It is by the Word that man is re-

" generated, made whole wherever and when-
'ever it is perceived by his Soul.

And when

he has been “born again” in reality, he comes
into at-one-ment with the One Living God.
Then this world becomes to him a veritable
rose garden as it were, and mankind one great
soul in many bodies.

This has been the plan of the Almighty for
man from all Eternity. Should we then ques-
tion His Love and Mercy in sending revelation
upon revelation to this earth? Has not His
far reaching eye seen the utter failure on man’s
part to understand and appreciate the Christ
teaching as It has appeared in the flesh again
and again? and could He fail in making every
effort to fulfill His promises in man? Conse-
quently the same Holy Spirit has again re-
vealed the Truth which must resuscitate, and
enkindle anew the fire of His Love in hearts.
Why should the so-called Christian world
question the action of the Spirit, while
branches of its own organization have been
proclaiming for two thousand years that this
same Christ would come again to prepare the
world for the reign of Peace promised in the
Garden of Eden?

Had the Christian religion brought about
the fulfillment of these prophecies before the
coming of BAHAO'LLAH? What means this
mighty tide working towards universal Peace
and arbitration, of the world wide conferences
and congresses to discuss the possibilities of
disarmament? What has inspired the Presi-
dent of the United States to invite other great
nations to unite in one comnmon brotherhood,
who shall have one purpose, that is to wipe
out in due time all causes for war?

To those who have eyes to see or ears to
hear the meanings of this movement are most
clear and sure, for such souls have heard the
voice of Him who has spoken all down the
ages, and speaks today by His Word in BAHA-
‘0’LLAH. What is the difference you ask be-
tween the teachings of Christ Jesus and
BAHA'O'L’AH that such a change should come
as is proclaimed by the followers of the later
Prophet? All of the fundamental points set
forth by the first of these great Manifesta-
tions is again presented by the latter. The dif-
ference is not in the teaching, but in man’s
conception of the Word whenever it may be
proclaimed.

BAHA’O’LLAH is the fulfillment of the Word
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as revealed in Jesus, in Moses, and in Abra-
ham. Each Manifestation presents His mes-
sage according to His own phraseology, per-

* haps best suited to the age of His advent,

while each one was chosen to fill a certain
station or office, through which He should
minister to mankind.

Abraham, being absolutely obedient to the
commands of God without question or hesita-
tion, was proclaimed “the Father of all Na-
tions.” Moses was the great Law Giver, upon
whose commands all common law has been
based ever since. Jesus Christ came to sacri-
fice His life that the way for man back to
God might te opened, or made clear; hence
He was called the Saviour of man. While
Bana'o'iLan is to fulfill all prophecy, and
bring the world into the promised “Day of
Peace,” by giving laws and commands which

| will eventually rule and unite all governments,
‘\and remove all vital differences among, and
between nations. He has given searching ad-
monitions which He said “descended from the
Source of Majesty, through the tongue of
Power and Strength upon the prophets of the
past,” and that “He hath taken Its essences
and clothed them with the garment of brevity,
as a favor to the beloved, that they may fulfill
the covenant of God; that they may perform
in themselves that which He has entrusted to
them, and attain the victory by virtue of devo-
tion in the land of the Spirit.”

The first of these Hidden Words is “O Son
of Spirit! The first Counsel is: Possess a
good, pure and enlightened heart, that thou
mayest possess a Kingdom Eternal, immortal,
ancient, and without end.” And again: “O
Son of Man! I loved thy creation, wherefore
love Me, that I may acknowledge thee, and in
the Spirit of life confirm thee.”

In the “Book of Laws” written for all races
and governments BAHA'O'LLAH has settled all
social, political, and economic questions of this

folding of all great events, rather than by
revolution, hence Abdul-Baha is giving his
life to the Cause, and the thousands of all
nations and religions who have come to
acknowledge the Oneness of God, and the
brotherhood of man through his wonderful
personality and teaching is a proof of his
power and God-given commission.

BAHA’O'LLAH has proven the existence of
the Lord of Glory, and made so plain His
plans that the infidel and agnostic cannot fail
of an understanding, if he sees fit to investi-
gate its truths with a desire to know, and
these facts cannot fail to break down all bar-
riers between the so-called great religions of
the world.

This revelation is not a new Religion but
the very essence of God’s Word as taught by
the Christ, but not perceived by Christianity,l
at large.

If there is no difference between the teach-
ing of Christ and BAHA’O'LLAH,why then need
we turn from the one to follow the other?

The same question has been asked at the
appearing of every one of God's Prophets, and
each one has been rejected by the former re-
ligions. Jesus said that if the Jews had un-
derstood the message of Moses they would
have accepted Him, for His coming had been
proclaimed for thousands of years. The per-
sonality of each Messenger becomes the
-stumbling stone over which the creatures of
all ages have fallen, and in the fall have lost
sight of the Creator, so in time darkness and
materiality have covered the face of the earth,
selfishness and greed have destroyed the Gar-
den of God, until the few souls who are ever
listening for His Voice and crying out for
light and knowledge have prevailed. Then in
due time when the world has evolved to such
a condition as is needful for His all wise
purposes, another Prophet is sent with the
Word of Life.

Had the priesthood of the former religions |
that exist today been listening only for the |

day so clearly, justly and effectually that all
men will wonder as they are given to the

world. When He had revealed the message
in full by writings many, He passed out of the
body, leaving them to His Son Abdul-Baha,
whom He proclaimed as the Center of God's
Covenant with men, that he might interpret
the meanings, and promote them as rapidly as
possible.

Both Father and Son insist that progress
shall be attained by natural growth, or un-

Word they would gladly receive the message
3f Bana’o'lLan for every condition which
Christ and all other prophets proclaimed would
prevail in “that Day’) is now being fulfilled.
Why question the horizon from which the
Light proceeds? Search the Scriptures of all
religions and behold the Glorious Sun of
Truth that has arisen once more to deliver .
man from sin and self. '
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In this last triune* Manifestation is fulfilled
every promise of the Infinite to man up to the
date of the thousand year millennium, as
termed in the Christian Bible. Beyond that
period we know nothing, as far as man’s ad-

%NoTe—(1) The Forerunner, THE_BAB, The Door;
(2) The Manifestation, BAHA'O'LLAH, The Glory o[ God:
(3) The Centre of the Covenant, ABDUL-BAHA, The Ser-
vant of Baha'.

vent on the earth is concerned. When we °*

shall need further light to carry on the work
of God's Kingdom here He will reveal His
Spirit through the flesh, as He has continued
to do all down theé ages.

God Is Spirit, an Essence, unknowablz,
hence the creation of man through whom He
may make known the knowledge of His Word.

LETTER FROM MONTREAL:

DeAr FriEnDps IN EL-BAHA:—As the great
work of preparation for the coming of Abdul-
Baha is going forward everywhere, it may be
of interest to know of the progress in Mon-
treal and of the widespread change which is
taking place in Canada. This change has cov-
ered a period of several years, in which old,
dead systems are giving way to new social
and political groups; old, crystallized forms
are dissolving in the radiance of the broad,
generous ideas of the new age, and personal
power and authority are giving place to prin-
ciples of justice and truth, to a higher con-
ception of human brotherhood.

The little group of followers of BAHA’0'-
LLAH in Montreal has witnessed many stirring
changes in this city and their scope of influ-
ence has been extended by the affiliation of
some of its members with other groups of
active workers and thinkers. Early in Janu-
ary we received a visit from Mirza Ahmad
Sohrab who announced the coming of Abdul-
Baha to America and spoke of his visit to
England and France. Among those who heard
this address was the leader of the Socialist
party of Montreal and other Socialists, the
editor of the leading newspaper of Canada
and several people connected with public work.
Later this paper published a very good article
on the Bahai Message and the coming visit of
Abdul-Baha. A few weeks later another talk
given by a Montreal Bahai, on the significance
of Abdul-Baha's visit to the occident, which
was shortly followed by an address by Mr.
Honore Jaxon, of Chicago, who presented the
Bahai Message from the standpoint of the
working class movement. Mr. Jaxon had just
returned from England where he had been
doing a work of seed-sowing and preparation
among the organized labor people and social-
ists, and in his very broad and comprehensive

‘talk in Montreal he showed the vital connec-
tion between these world-wide movements and

the Teachings of BAHA’O'LLAH. Mr. Jaxon
spoke to several bodies and societies in Mon-
treal, Ottawa, Toronto and Quebec in such a
spirit as to arouse interest and establish ties
of good-will and fellowship, which will no
doubt be the means of opening wide many
doors for the reception of Abdul-Baha and
the all-embracing Truth.

The friends in Montreal unite in sending
sincere love and greetings to their fellow Ba-
hais and to all those who are seeking the high-
est welfare of mankind and the enlightenment
of the world.

I am your servant in the cause of El-Baha,

MAay MAXWELL.

CONTENTS OF PERSIAN SECTION:

(1) Announcement of Abdul-Baha’s depar-
ture for America; (2) a word of thanks from
the editors of the STAR oF THE WEST to the
friends, as it enters upon its third year; (3)
copy of Tablet for the Star oF THE WEST;
(4) announcement of the Second Annual Con-
ference of the Orient-Occident Unity to be
held in Washington, D. C., April 18th-20th;
(5) announcement of the Fourth Annual Con-
vention of the Bahais in the interest of the
Mashrak-el-Azkar, to be held in Chicago, April
27th-May 2d; (6) photograph of a group of
Chicago Bahais; (7) establishment of an Ori-
ental library in connection with the Orient-
Occident Unity; (8) activities during the past
year of the Persian-American Commercial
Company, and Tablet from Abdul-Baha in re-
gard to it; (9) Bahai martyrdoms in Sari
Mazanderan; (10) editorial on Martyrdom;
(11) Tablet from Abdul-Baha to Mrs. Louise
R. Waite, in regard to music; (12) letters
from Eshkabad concerning the teachings of
the Bahai Revelation; (13) Abdul-Baha’s
Tablet to Mr. Tudor-Pole concerning the ef-
fect of teaching the Truth; (14) Tablet from
Abdul-Baha to the Orient-Occident Unity.
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.

O thou Star of the West!
Be thou happy! Be thou happy!

become the Star of the East and shalt spread in every country and clime.

HE IS Gop! .
Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere long, thou shalt

Thou art the first paper of the

Bahais which is organized in the country of America. Although for the present thy subscribers are limited,
thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet shouldst thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention
of the friends and the center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the
future thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase, thy
arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised and become world-wide--and at last

thou shalt become the first paper of the world of humanity.

Yet all thesec depend upon firmness, firmness,

firmness! (Signed) ArpuL-Bana Assas.
Vol. 111 Chicago (March 21, 1912) Baha’ No. 1
ANNOUNCEMENT: OUTLINE OF THE BAHAI CALENDAR.

On Wednesday evening, March 13th, the va-
rious committees from the Chicago Assembly
met with the committee from the Executive
Board of Bahai Temple Unity to perfect ar-
rangements for the season of the Mashrak-el-
Azkar convention. The committee in charge
of the Rizwan Feast (April 27th) reported
Laving secured a very desirable location in the
down-town loop district, at 20 East Randolph
Street, in the building east of the Masonic
Temple, where the feast room is large and
rest rooms are in connection with it.

The Reception Committee is prepared to
meet the incoming friends at the depots and
place them in charge of the Entertainment
Committee which is thoroughly posted on ho-
tel and room accommodations. Both commit-
tees will consider it a favor to thus serve the
friends. To add to the comfort of the visit-
ing friends, Mr. Carl Scheffler has offered
his studio as a down-town headquarters where
friends may come for information, receive their
mail and meect friends by appointment, etc.
Mr. Scheffler's studio is Room 806, Athen-
aeum Building, 59 East Van Buren Street.
Telephone, Harrison 5941.

The Music Committee is actively at work;
a chorus is rehearsing every Friday evening
under the direction of Mr. Albert R. Windust.
The music for this year’s convention will be
an inspiring feature and will aid in uplifting
the hearts and making them more receptive
to the outpouring of the Holy Spirit which
we trust will be as a Pentecostal Baptism with
Abdul-Baha in our midst. CorINNE TRUE.

The Bahai year begins on March 21st, an’ is di-
vided into 19 months of 19 days each, plus 4 (or s
every fourth year) intercalary days—Iebruary 26th
to March 1st, inclusive.

The first day of each Bahai month falls as follows:

MONTH NAME FIRST DAYS
ISt eeieinnan. Baha’ (Splendor)............ Mar, 21
and. ..o, galal Glory)eovovvvieviu . Apr. 9
ardoiiieaa. amal (Beauty) ........c..... \pr. 28

Azamat (Grandeur)..........May 17
une §
June 24
{uly 13
1

. Asma_(Names)....
-Kamal (Perfection)

:-\ug. 20
Eizzat (Might).. 8

11th. Masheyat (Will) Sept. 27
12th .Elm (Knowledge Oct. 16
13th Nov. 4
14th Nov. 23
1sth Dec. 12
16th. Dec. 31
17th. Jan. 19
18th . Feb. 7
19the .. ovee.... Ola (Loftiness) .......couun Mar. 2

(Month of fasting.

The following days and seasons are observed by
the Bahais:

The Feast of Nauroos—the Bahai New Year—March

21st.
The Feast of Rizwan—(Paradise)—commemorating
the Declaration of BAHA’0’LLAH in the Garden of EIl
Rizwan in Bagdad, April 21st, 1863. This season of
feasting lasts twelve days—April 21st to May 2nd. in-
clusive. The first, ninth and twelfth days (April
f;lst, April 28th and May 2nd) are especially cele-
rated.

The Auniversary of the Declaration of the Bap—
MaIY 23rd. (1844{

he Anniversary of the Departure of BAHA’O'LLAH—
May 28th. (1892).

The Anniversary of the Martyrdom of the Bap—
July oth. (1850).

The Anniversary of the Birth of BAnA’0’'LLAH—No-
vember 12th. (Dorn in Nur, Persia, 1817.)

The Feast of the Appointment of the Center of
the Covenant—ABpUL-BAHA—Nov. 26th,

Intercalary Duys—During which hospitalities are
extended to friends, the poor and the needy —Febru-
ary 26th to March 1st, inclusive.

The Month of the Fast—March 2nd to 20th, inclus-
ive— during which no manner of food or drink is
to be taken betwcen sunrise and sunset. The nights
are to be passed awake and in prayer. Fasting is en-
joined upon every one. Children, travelers, sick and
mfirm people, pregnant women and nursing mothers
are free from this obligation.
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TABLET FROM ABDUL-BAHA.

O thow Star of the West!
Be thou happy!
become the Star of the East and

HE IS Gobp!
Be thou happy! Shouldst thou continue to remain firm and eternal, ere long, thou shalt
sgnlt spread in every country and clime.
Bahais which is organized in the country of America.

Thou art the first paper of the

Although for the rresent thy subscribers are limited,

thy form is small and thy voice weak, yet shouldst thou stand unshakable, become the object of the attention
of the friends and the center of the generosity of the leaders of the faith who are firm in the Covenant, in the
future thy subscribers will become hosts after hosts like unto the waves of the sea; thy volume will increase, thy
arena will become vast and spacious and thy voice and fame will be raised and become world-wide—and at last

thou shalt become the first paper of the world of humanity.

firmness!

Yet all these depend upon firmness, firmness,
(Signed) AppuL-BARA AsBBas,

OUTLINE OF THE BAHAI CALENDAR.

The Bahai year begins on March 21st, and is di-
vided into 19 months of 19 days each, plus 4 (or §
every fourth year) intercalary days—February 26th
to March 1st, inclusive.

The first day of each Bahai month falls as follows:

MONTH NAME FIRST DAYS
1st Baha’ (Splendor)............ Mar. 21
2nd ;alal (Glory) e ovevvveneunn.. Apr. 9
3rd amal (Beauxty) .... .

4th. Azamat (Grandeur) ..May 17
sth .Nur (Light) ...... .}une 5
6th. Rahmat (Mercy) une 24
7th. Kalamat (Words) July 13
8th. Asma (Names).... Aug. 1
oth. Kamal (Perfection Aug. 20
10th. Eizzat (Might).. Sept.

11th, Masheyat (Will) Sept. 27
12th. Elm (Knowledge Oct. 16
13th. Kudrat (Power). Nov. 4
14th. Kowl (Steech).. Nov. 23
15th. Massa'ulk (Quest Dec. 12
16th. Sharaf (Homnor) .... Dec. 31
17th. Sultan (Sovereignty) Jan. 19
18th. Mulk (Dominion)... Feb. 7

19th. ..i01la (Loftiness)

(Month of fa:tin'é.)
The following days and seasons are observed by
the Bahais:

The Feast of Nauroos—the Bahai New Year—March
21st.

The Feast of Rizwan—(Paradise)—commemorating
the Declaration of BAHA’O’LLAH in the Garden of E!
Rizwan in Bagdad, April 21st, 1863. This season of
feasting lasts twelve days—April 21st to May 2nd, in-
clusive, The first, ninth and twelfth days (April
21st, April 28th and May 2nd) are especially cele-
brated.

The Anniversary of the Decclaration of the Bap—
Ma7y 23rd. (1844{.

he Anniversary of the Departure of BAHA'O'LLAR—
M:;y 28th. (18¢2).

he Anniversary of the Martyrdom of the Ban—
July oth. (1850).

The Anniversary of the Birth of Bana’o’'Liau—No-
vember 12th. (Iorn in Nur, DPersia, 1817.)

The Feast of the Appointment of the Center of
the Covenant—ABDUL-BAHA—Nov. z6th,

Intercalary Days—During which hospitalities are

extended to friends, the poor and the needy—Febru.
ary 26th to March 1st, inclusive.
. The Month of the Fast—March 2nd to 2oth, inclus-
ive— during which no manner cf food or drink i<
to be taken between sunrise and sunset. Fasting is
enjoined upon every one. Children, travelers, sick
and iniirm people, pregnant women and nursing moth-
ers are free from this obligation.

The limited number of pages of the Star
oF THE WEST is inadequate to present the
wealth of spiritual teachings now being show-
cred upon the friends by Abdul-Baha, to say
nothing of the many incidents and photo-
graphs of interest surrounding his sojourn
in America which should also ke publisked.
Gladly would we increase the number of pages,
but we are compelled to consider the cost of
We ask the
friends to be content with what has been pro-
vided.

sixteen more issues this year.

We wish to thank all who have so kindly
sent us stenographic reports of Abdul-Baha's
utterances, items of interest and photographs
pertaining to his visit in their midst. Please
continue in this good servicee We hope to
publish this excellent material in forthcoming
issues.

In our next issue we plan to present the
addresscs of Abdul-Baha while at Chicago, to-
gether with an outline of the many gatherings
in this city, including the Bahai Unity Conven-
tion; also several fine illustrations of the
great event of the dedication of the site of the
Mashrak-el-Azkar.

In the following issue, No. 5, we plan to
present an extensive report of Abdul-Baha's
visit in New York City and vicinity, also the
official report of the Convention at Chicago.

The Editors.
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“*We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the nations: that all nations shall become one in
faith and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between the sons of men shall be strengthened;
that diversity of religion shall cease and differences of race be annulled. So it shall be; these fruitless strifes,
these ruinous wars shall pass away, and the ‘Most Great Peace’ shall come.””—BAHA'O'LLAH.
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ABDUL-BAHA’S ARRIVAL IN AMERICA*

By WENDELL PHiLLips DobGE.

BDUL-BAHA, the eminent Persian phil-
osopher and leader of the Bahai move-
ment for the unification of religions

and the establishment of universal peace,
arrived April 11th on the steamship Cedric
from Alexandria, Egypt. It is his first visit
to America, and except for a brief visit to
Paris and London last summer and fall, it is
the first time in forty years that he has
gone beyond the fortification of the “prison
city” of Acre, Syria, to which place he and
his father, BAHA'O’LLAH, the founder of the
Bahai movement, were banished by the Turk-
ish government a half century ago.

He comes on a mission of international
peace, to attend and address the Peace Con-
ference at Lake Mohonk the latter part of
the month, and to address various peace meet-
ings, educational societies, religious organiza-
tions, etc.

When the ship news reporters boarded the
Cedric down the bay Abdul-Baha was found
on the upper deck, standing where he could
see the pilot, his long, flowing oriental robe
flapping in the breeze. He was clothed in a
long, black robe open at the front and dis-
closing another robe of light tan. Upon his
head was a pure white turban, such as all
eastern patriarchs wear. -

His face was light itself as he scanned the
harbor and greeted the reporters, who had been
kept waiting at quarantine for three and a
half hours before they could board the ship
with the customs officers, owing to a case of
smallpox and several cases of typhoid fever
in the steerage, which had to be removed to
Hoffman Island for isolation, and the ship
then fumigated. He is a man of medium
height, though at first sight he seemed to be

*Nore—This stor{vof Abdul-Baha's arrival in Amer-
ica was written by Wendecll Phillips Dodge, a reporter
for the New York City News Association, who hoard-
ed the Cedric at quarantine and interviewed Abdul-
Baha coming up the bay. It was given to all of the
New York newspapers, and, through the Associated
Press, was sent, though boiled down considerably, to
newspapers throughout the world.—EpiTtors.

much taller. He is strongly and solidly built,
and weighs probably one hundred and sixty-
five pounds. As he paced the deck, talking
with the reporters, he appeared alert and active
in every movement, his head thrown back and
splendidly poised upon his broad, squarc
shoulders, most of the time. A profusion of
iron grey hair bursting out at the sides of the
turban and hanging long upon the neck; a
large, massive head, full-domed and remark-
ably wide across the forehead and temples,
the forehead rising like a great palisade above
the eyes, which were very wide apart, their
orbits large and deep, looking out from under
massive overhanging brows; strong Roman
nose, generous ears, decisive yet kindly mouth
and chin; a creamy white complexion, beard
same color as his hair, worn full over the
face and carefully trimmed at aliost full
length—this complete- an insuthciont word
picture of this “Wise Man Qut of the last.”

His first words werc o out the pre.., <ayv
ing:

“The pages of swif*'v ar rearing newsp. w1+
are indeed the mirrir " the world;
display the doings and actions of the different
nations; they both illustrate them and cause
them to be heard. Newspapers are as a mirror
which is endowed with hearing, sight and
speech; they are a wonderful phenomenon
and a great matter. But it behooveth the
editors of the newspaper to be sanctified from
the prejudice of egotism and desire, and to
Le adorned with the ornament of equity and
justice.

“Therc are good and bad newspapers.
Those which strive to speak only that which
is truth, which hold the mirror up to truth,
are like the sun: they light the world every-
where with truth and their work is imperish-
able. Those who play for their own little
selfish ends give no true light to the world
and perish of their own futility.”

Dr. Ameen U. Fareed, a young American-

.
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ized Persian physician and surgeon, who is a
nephew of Abdul-Baha, and who acted as
interpreter, then told of how Abdul-Baha
spent most of his time on the way across
standing beside the wireless operator, himself
recciving numerous messages through the air
from his followers in America.

Talking to the reporters in his stateroom
aboard the Cedric, Ahdul-Baha told of an
incident which occurred in the Holy Land
last winter, and it shows what a rare sense ot
humor this great world figure has. An en-
quirer, about to set off to Jerusalem, was one
day discussing with Abdul-Baha the subject
of pilgrimage:

“*The proper spirit,” said Abdul-Baha 