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List of Christian terms in Arabic

List of Christian terms in Arabic

The following list consists of concepts that are derived from both Christian and Arab tradition, which are expressed
as words and phrases in the Arabic language. These terms are included as transliterations, often accompanied by the
original Arabic-alphabet orthography. Although Islam is the dominant religion among Arabs, there are a significant
number of Arab Christians in regions that were formerly Christian, such as much of the Byzantine empire's lands in
the Middle East, so that there are over twenty million Arab Christians living around the world. (Significant
populations in Egypt, Lebanon, Brazil, Mexico, Jordan, Syria, Sudan, Iraq, USA, Canada, UK and Australia.)
Christianity has existed in the Arab world since the 1st century. Readers should also note that Arabic is written with
the Arabic alphabet, and that different individuals and Christian groups may transliterate certain Arabic words into
the Latin alphabet in various ways.

:Top-0-9ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

A

al-Ab (1Ji)
God the Father

Allah (1 »)
literally "God"; is also used as a religious term by Arab Muslims and Arab Jews.
Roman Catholics in Malta call God Alla in the Maltese language. The name Allah is also used by Christians in
predominantly Islamic countries and countries where both faiths exist side by side regularly such as Indonesia,
Israel (part), Lebanon, Turkey, Syria, Egypt, Iraq and Nigeria.

B

Baba Nuwayl (olo! ¢yss)
Santa Claus (A partial translation and partial borrowing of French "Pére Nogl")
Bismi 1-Abi wa I-Ibni wa r-Rihi 1-Qudus (¢ |e 1o s1JlG'o 510, sz |J @0 also spelled o s 110 511G
s\ sz W Es o)
"In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit" (See also: Trinitarian formula, Basmala). Sometimes
followed by || J» |sles al-Ilahu I-Wahid "The One God", to emphasize monotheism.
Britistantt (o5 el o)

Protestant (a more foreign-imitating pronunciation is Protistantt)

I
Td Kulli 1-Qiddisn (g5 9 g3
All Saints' Day
Tdu I-*Ansarah (g5 | e 59)
Pentecost
Tdu I-Fish (g5 1y eg) or Tdu 1-Qiyamah (gess |J5sles)
Easter
Tdu I-Jasad (g5 |z )
The Catholic feast of Corpus Christi
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Tdu I-Milad (g5 | e J0)
"Day of the Birth (of Jesus)" Christmas.
Tdu s-Su‘ndi (lil-Masth) (gss 1Jgs55)
Feast of Ascension
Tdu I-Mawta (g |pss)
All Soul's Day
Injtl (JozsJ)
One of the four gospels (from Greek Evayyeiia "Good News"); Muslims use it to refer to the entire New

Testament, or rather to the hypothetical "uncorrupted" gospel of Jesus.

Iquna (|s3908)

Icon

J

Jaras (z, )
Church bell

K
Kantsa (Jgys3)
Church, similar to the Hebrew Knesset literally "Assembly". See Alcaiiiz for a Spanish cognate through

Mozarabic.
Kath@likT (gies Jsds)

Catholic
Katidra'iyyah (dles ks s8)

Cathedral

M

Maryamu I-'Adhra’ (s )se 1Jg5,le)
Virgin Mary
al-Masth (I s )
Christ (literally "the Messiah" or "the Anointed")
al-Masthiyyah (I e ez s3)
Christianity (literally "Messianity")
Masihi (¢ oiszs)
Christian (literally "of the Messiah")
Mubassir (po s,

Christian missionary



http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Ascension_of_Jesus_Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=All_Soul%27s_Day
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Injil
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Muslim
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=New_Testament
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Icon
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Church_%28disambiguation%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Hebrew_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Knesset
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Alca%C3%B1iz
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Mozarabic_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Catholic
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Cathedral
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Virgin_Mary
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Christ
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Christianity
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Messiah

List of Christian terms in Arabic

N
NasranT (. ,lo6)

A traditional Islamic term for Christians (literally "Nazarene"). Arab Christians do not use it to refer to

themselves. It can have a negative connotation in some contexts.
NaEsirT (ol ys)

Person from Nazareth (also a follower of Gamal Abdel Nasser)

0]
OrthodoksT (1,538 ss)

Orthodox Christianity

Q
Qibti, Qubti (3ob)
Coptic
Quddas (3s1_)
Mass
Qudsi (35,s)

Saint, holy, sacred

R
ar-Rahu 1-Qudus (14, sz 1J' 3% )
The Holy Spirit

S
Saltb (o Jso)

Cross

Sim‘an I-Ghayiir (s p'¢l0, 1J'€ s's))
Simon the Zealot

Sim‘an Butrus (s p'¢ e, b))

Simon Peter

T

Tabsir (qu:;‘._'; )

literally "the Spreading of Good News" - Christian missionary work
Tajassud (g o)

Incarnation (of Jesus Christ)
ath-Thalith (1 J'ef J's)

The Holy Trinity
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U
Urasalim (15, 5 Jse)

Christian Arabic version of Jerusalem (as opposed to the Islamic Arabic term al-Quds | o)
Usquf (1s33)

Bishop (pl. I_I-8ks), Archbishop (s s 1J1l5-5)

Y
Yast' (s 's¢)
Christian Arabic version of the name of Jesus (as opposed to the Islamic Arabic term Isa g )
Yasti‘'u I-Masth (' s¢ |Jpoms2)
Jesus Christ
al-Jum'atu I-Hazina (| Jzegs | z5s0%)
Good Friday
al-Jum'atu 1-"Azima (I Jzees I e Lsps)
Good Friday
Yuhanna (ssz0)0)

Christian Arabic version of the name of John (as opposed to the Islamic Arabic term Yahya szs.s)

External links

e Arabic Christian literature (1]

* American Middle East Christians Congress (2]
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[2] http://www.amecc.us/TEXT%20FILES%20CHURCHES/arabic_christian_literature.htm
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Glossary of Islam

The following list consists of notable concepts that are derived from both Islamic and Arab tradition, which are
expressed as words in the Arabic language. The main purpose of this list is to disambiguate multiple spellings, to
make note of spellings no longer in use for these concepts, to define the concept in one or two lines, to make it easy
for one to find and pin down specific concepts, and to provide a guide to unique concepts of Islam all in one place.
Separating concepts in Islam from concepts specific to Arab culture, or from the language itself, can be difficult.
Many Arabic concepts have an Arabic secular meaning as well as an Islamic meaning. One example is the concept of
dawah. One of the complexities of the Arabic language is that a single word can have multiple meanings. The word
Islam is itself a good example.

Readers should also note that Arabic is written in its own alphabet, with letters, symbols, and orthographic
conventions that do not have exact equivalents in the Latin alphabet (see Arabic alphabet). The following list
contains transliterations of Arabic terms and phrases; variations exist, e.g. din instead of deen and agidah instead of

ageedah. Most items in the list also contain their actual Arabic spelling.
:Top-0-9ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
‘Abd (g00)

servant, worshipper, slave. Muslims consider themselves servants and slaves of God. Common Muslim names
such as Abdullah (Servant of God), Abdul-Malik (Slave of the King), Abdur-Rahman (Slave of the most

Beneficent), Abdus-Salam (Slave of Peace), all refer to names of Allah.
Adab (Ts0)

Traditionally describes good manners, as in etiquette. For example, being courteous is good adab. However,
the term can be used very broadly, and the proper translation would be "the proper way to go about
something," as in the example, Aadaab al Qitaal, or, "The Proper Way of Fighting in War," (Qitaal in Arabic
means mortal combat) in which the word "etiquette" does not befit the context. Literally meaning literature.

Adhan (13l)
call to salat (prayer), sometimes alternatively spelled and pronounced Azan, Athan and Adhan.
‘Adl (5oJ)

justice, especially distributive justice: social, economic, political, environmental.

AH
anno hegirae The Islamic calendar starts counting years starting from the time when Muhammad had to leave
Mecca and go to Medina, an event known as the Hijra: July 16, 622.

Ahad (i¢»)
literally "one." Islamically, ahad means One Alone, unique, none like God. Al-Wahid is one of the names of
God.

Ahkam (izdls)

rulings and orders of the Qu'ran and Sunnah. Five kinds of orders: Wajib, Mustahab, Muharram, Makruh, and
Halal. Singular Hukm.

Ahl al-Bayt (o] | Joge)

members of Muhammad's Household. Also known among Shia as the Ma'sumin (infallibles; spiritually pure).
Ahl al-Fatrah (b 1oL 3)

people who live in ignorance of the teachings of a revealed religion, but according to the "Fitra", the "Natural

Religion" innate to human nature as created by God.
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Ahl al-Kitab (b | Jdole )
"People of the Book", or followers of pre-Islamic monotheistic religions with some form of scripture believed
to be of divine origin which were mentioned in Quran: Jews, Christians.
Akhirah (1Jig 3)
hereafter or eternal life
Akhlag (i J15)
The practice of virtue. Morals.
Al-Ikhlas (Iz Jl_»)- Sincerety
Genuine in religious beliefs.
Al-Birr (I Jo,)
Piety and righteousness and every act of obedience to Allah.
‘Alamin (¢l o)
Literally "worlds", humankind, jinn, angels and all that exists
Alayhis Salam (¢ o |JoeJle)

"Peace be upon him" This expression normally follows after naming a prophet (other than Muhammad), or one
of the noble Angels (i.e. Jibreel[Gabriel], Mikaeel[Michael], etc.)

Al-Hamdu Lillah or Hamdellah (1 Jzps J J2)
"Praise be to God!" Qur'anic exclamation and also same meaning as hallelujah.
Allah (1 »)
The Arabic name of God.
Allahumma (1JJ"»'¢")
"O God."
Allahu Akbar (1 s tde))
"Allah is the Greatest." Islamic expression.
‘Alim (¢l ¢)
One who knows. A scholar (in any field of knowledge); a scientist (who knows science) or a theologian (who

knows religion); similar to Japanese sensei, "teacher".
Amanah (fel )
the trust. Of all creation, only human beings & jinns carry the "trust", which is free will.
Amin (o)
Amen, a supplication meaning, "O God, accept our invocation!".
Amirul-Mu'minin (fecs, Ipseoso)
In some countries like Morocco, a Amirul-Mu 'minin or Commander of the faithful is the religious chief.
Aminah (Te:3)
Muhammad's mother. Aminah fell sick and died in Abwa, near Madina (then Yathrib) when Muhammad was
six years old.
Al Amr Bi'l Maruf
Islamic doctrine of enjoining right.
anfal

Property of the Imam
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Ansar (1,01
"Helpers." The Muslim converts at Medina who helped the Muslims from Mecca after the Hijrah.

‘Aqudah (g3s58)
The Islamic creed, or the six article of faith, which consists of the belief in God, Angels, Messengers and
Prophets, Scriptures, the Day of Judgment, and Destiny.

Aqiqah (55§L§zs)
Islamic practice of shaving the head of the new born male and contributing the weight in silver for charity as
well as 2 lambs. One lamb is slaughtered for a baby girl.

‘Adl (g3))
Intelligence, intellect, mind, understanding

Arkan singular rukn (/1 dl:)
The five rukn "pillars" of Islam. (See rukn)

A.S. ('Alayhis-salaam)
This acronym evokes a blessing and is appended to the names of the prophets who came before Muhammad. It
will also be applied to the mothers of those prophets. When following a woman's name, the feminine form is
'Alayhas-salaam.

Asl (1) (pl. usool)
Root, origin, source; principle.

Aslim Taslam (T sJ ¢ & ] p)
"Submit to Islam" (See dawah) (See: lan astaslem)

Asma’ Allah al-Husna (1.pls 1JJa |z o)
List of God's 99 names. According to a hadith, the one who enumerates them all will enter Paradise.

‘Ast (Iee))
The third salat prayer. The time of the day before sunset and after noon. also means "era".

As-Sirat
The bridge on which judgement of where a person's Akhira (afterlife) will lie is passed.

al-Asharatu Mubashsharun bil-Jannah or just Asharatu Mubashsharah (Arabic
Iessn  Weous e oldzod OF  eopp  IJpoyy »; Transliteration:  ‘Asharatul-mubashshirin — or
‘Asharatul-mubashshirine bil Jannah): The ten companions of Muhammad who were promised paradise (only
in Sunni Islam)

‘Ashtira’ (gl ss,l)
Tenth day of the month of Muharram. It is the day God saved Moses and the children of Israel from the
Pharaoh. The grandson of the prophet Muhammad, Imam Hussayn sacrificed his life along with 72 of his
companions on the sand dunes of Karbala. Sunni Scholars recommended to fast during this day. To the Shias,
it is also a day on which they mourn the death of the third Shia Imam, Husayn ibn Ali, along with his family
and companions, who were killed in the famous battle in Karbala. They cry and weep and organize
lamentating programmes where they not only learn how to live a proper Islamic life and improve their
Spiritual Self but also cry at the end of the ritual to show their true love and faith towards imam Hussayn.

As-Salamu ‘Alaykum (1J-Jle eJsde)
The Islamic greeting; literally "Peace be upon you"; In addition, wa-Rahmatullahi wa-Barakatuhu (g,zp3 1JJ»

9o Jlce) means "and the Mercy of God and His blessing”". The response to this greeting is wa- Alaykum
us-Salam wa-Rahmatullahi wa-Barakatuhu (5 ¢Jsde | JowJle 9,zp8 1JJe 3o dle) --"And on you be the Peace
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and Mercy of God and His Blessing".
Astaghfirullah (I .ogs, 1 Js)
"I seek forgiveness from God." Islamic expression.
A'udhu billah (Tgs3 ol e A '‘udhu billah)
"I seek refuge in God". This is a paraphrase on the beginnings of the two last suras in the Qur'an.
Awliya’ (TsJsl)
Friends, protectors, helpers, caretaker, maintainer. (singular: wali)
‘Awrah (g4,8)

The parts of the body, male or female, must be covered in public but not between spouses, such as, body parts
must be concealed of a woman before non-related men.(non-related men means she can marry those men

lawfully).
Ayah (1s3), plural ayat (1sle)

A sign. More specifically, a verse in the Qur'an.
Ayawllah (s 1) Js, also spelled Ayatollah)

Sign of God Title given to highly ranked religious scholars in Sh'ia sect.

B

Baghawat
insurgency against a legitimate government
Bai'a
(cses) : pledge
Baatil
see Batil
Baitullah (e 1JJs baytullah)
A mosque, literally "house of God". Specifically means the Ka'aba at Makkah (Mecca).
Barakah (o ,J5)
a form of blessing.
BarakAllahu Feekum
may Allah bless you; response to expression of thanks.
Barzakh (o,;7)

Barrier. Used in the Qur'an to describe the barrier between sweet and salty water. In theology, the one-way
barrier between the mortal realm and the spirit world which the deceased soul crosses and waits for qiyamah

judgment.
Basher (o _3,)

Human(s). Literally means 'face' but generally it refers to a person (man/woman).
Basirah (e 3)

Insight, discernment, perceptivity, deep knowledge. Sometimes used by Sufis to denote the ability to directly

perceive a transcendental Truth.
Batil
(olb) : void
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Batin
The interior or hidden meaning. A person who devotes himself to studying such hidden meanings is a batini.
B.B.H.N.
Blessed be His Name - acronym for S.A.W.S. - see P.B.U.H (Peace Be Upon Him).
Bid'ah (oogs)
Innovation in religion, i.e. inventing new methods of worship. Bad Bid'ahs in Islam are considered a deviation
and a serious sin by many Muslims.
Bid'ah sayyi'ah
Inquiry prohibited in Islam.
Bismi-1lahi r-rahmani r-rahimi (o e IJde 1,200 1z se)
"In the name of God, Most Gracious, Most Merciful".
Burda (o ,5)
not an Arabic term; means "curtain” in Persian. Means covering or to cover.
Bay‘ah (o¢3)

an oath of allegiance to a leader, traditionally the Caliph or Imam.

C
Caliph (¢Js<s khalifah)

literally successor; refers to the successor of the Prophet Muhammad, the ruler of an Islamic theocracy.

D
Dahri

atheist - from the root ad dahr meaning time. In Islam, atheists are seen as those who think that time only

destroys, hence the term ad dahriyyah for the concept of atheism.
Dajjal (sz 1))
an Islamic figure similar to the Antichrist; means "liar" or "deceiver".
Dallal (_2J\J)
going astray.
Dar al'Ahd (o, | Jgas)
the Ottoman Empire's relationship with its Christian tributary states.
Dar al-Amn (s, I_fis)
means house of safety; refers to status of a Muslim living in some of the Western world.
Dar ad-Dawa (sl | Jogs8)
aregion where Islam has recently been introduced.
Dar al-Harb (o1, 1 Jz,-)
means house of war; refers to areas outside Muslim rule at war with Muslim states.
Dar al-Islam (o, 1J] = Jle)
the abode, or land, of Islam.

Dar al-Kufr (sl 1 Jds))
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means domain of disbelief; the term originally refers to the Quraish-dominated society of Mecca between

Prophet Mohammed's flight to Medina (the Hijra) and the city's conquest.
Dar as-Sulh ( o)l J eJz )
domain of agreement
Dar ash-Shahada (o, 1 uelss)
See Dar al-Amn
Darud
blessing
Da‘wah (1 Jsgs3)
the call to Islam, proselytizing.
Darwis (5,555
an initiate of the Sufi Path, one who practices Sufism
Dhikr
A devotional practice whereby the name of God is repeated in a rhythmical manner
Dhikr (3d,) or zikr (in Persian/Urdu)

remembrance of God; spiritual exercise; Muslims believe that the primary function of prophets is to remind
people of God.

Dhimmi (3¢ ) (pl. dhimam)

"Protected person"; Jews and Christians (and sometimes others,[l] such as Buddhists, Sikhs, Hindus, and

Zoroastrians), living in an Islamic state whose right to practice their religion is tolerated under Islamic law.
Dhuhr

the second obligatory daily prayer.
Din (IJsse)

(literally 'religion') the way of life based on Islamic revelation; the sum total of a Muslim's faith and practice.

Din is often used to mean the faith and religion of Islam.
Diyyah (s3)
fine for unintentional manslaughter.
Dua (o¢l-)
personal prayer, supplication
Dhuhr (1 JLs )
second salat prayer
Dunya (eo&;l)

The physical Universe, as opposed to the Hereafter; sometimes spelled Dunia.
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E
Ehtiaat (|0 lk)

Also Ahwat. A Precaution, either obligatory or optional.[z]
Ehtiaat-Mustahabbi
A preferred precaution.[z]
Ehtiaat-Waajib

An obligatory precaution.[z]

F

Fajarah (¢ 3)
Wicked evil doers. Plural of "Fajir" (slz,).
Fajr (&z,)

dawn, early morning, and the morning prayer. The time of the day when there is light in the horizon before

sunrise.
Falah (&Jl-)

deliverance, salvation, well-being.
Falsafah (o _w33)

"philosophy" The methods and content of Greek philosophy which were brought into Islam. A person who
tries to interpret Islam through rationalist philosophy was called a faylasuf (& J ws3), "philosopher”.

Fana' (&)
Sufi term meaning extinction - to die to this life while alive. Having no existence outside of God.
Faqih (pl. fugaha)
One who has a deep understanding of Islam, its laws, and jurisprudence. (see figh)
Al-Faraj
the return of the Shia Mahdi
Fard (3, ), plural Fara'id (< )Tua) furud
a religious duty, or an obligatory action: praying 5 times a day is fard Neglecting a fard will result in a
punishment in the hereafter. (See wajib)
Fard ayn ( 3,5 ¢s0)
obligatory on every individual Muslim to aid in any way he can.
Fard kifayah (&, s Jdols)
an obligation on the Muslim community as a whole, from which some are freed if others take it up such as for
jihad.
Fasiq (3l ws)
anyone who has violated Islamic law; usually refers to one whose character has been corrupted (plural
"fasiqun").
Fatiha

the short, opening sura of the Qur'an, which begins "In the name of God, the Merciful, the Compassionate.
Praise be to God, the Lord of the Worlds..." These words hold an important place in Muslim liturgies and
forms the core of the salat.
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Fatwa (8eg)
legal opinion of an (alim) binding on him and on those who follow his taqlid
Fi Amanillah
May Allah protect you. Said when a person departs.
Figh (s 3e)
jurisprudence built around the shariah by custom (al-urf). Literally means "deep understanding”, refers to
understanding the Islamic laws. (see faqih)
Fi sabil Allah (g svosd 1)

for the sake of Allah; common Islamic expression for performing acts such as charity or Jihad and for 'qatlu’
(fighting in mortal combat for the sake of Allah)

Fitna (pl. fitan) (G y3)

trial or tribulation; also refers to any period of disorder, such as a civil war, or the period of time before the
end of the world or any civil strife.

Fitrah (3L 3)

innate disposition towards virtue, knowledge, and beauty. Muslims believe every child is born with fitrah.
Furgan (3,3:)

the criterion (of right and wrong, true and false); for example, the Qur'an as furqgan.
Fuwaysiqah

vermin, evil from the root fasaga meaning to deviate from the right way

G
Ghafara (¢2,)

(verb in past tense) to forgive, to cover up (sins). A characteristic of God.
Ghaflah (¢ Js)

heedlessness, forgetfulness of God, indifference
Ghayb (¢s)

the unseen, unknown.
Ghanimah

spoils of war, booty.
Ghasbi (¢_eo)

possessed unlawfully
Ghazi (¢1;.)

(archaic) roughly, "raider": a holy warrior; a mujahid
Ghusl (¢ )

full ablution of the whole body (see wudu). Ghusl janaba is the mandatory shower after having sexual

discharge.
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H
Hadath akbar

major ritual impurity which requires Niyyat for cleaning.
Hadath asghar

minor ritual impurity
Hadha min fadhle Rabbi (s316 o, &' 5'J ;o )

Qur'anic expression and phrase meaning This is by the Grace of my Lord.
Hadr (alss)

a guide, one who guides; A Muslim name for God is The Guide, or Al-Hadi.
Hadith (Ca&g& hadith) plural ahadith

literally "speech"; recorded saying or tradition of the Prophet Muhammad validated by isnad; with sira these

comprise the sunnah and reveal shariah
Hadith Mashhoor

Well-known hadith; a hadith which reported by one, two, or more Companions from the Prophets or from
another Companion, but has later become well-known and transmitted by an indefinite number of people

during the first and second generation of Muslims.
Hafiz (zl3L)
someone who knows the Qur'an by heart. Literal translation = memorizer or Protector.
Haid
menstruation
Hajj (Jez ha))
pilgrimage to Mecca. Sunnis regard this as the fifth Pillar of Islam
Hajj al Tamattu

performing “Umrah during the Hajj season, and on the Day of Tarwiah a pilgrim gets into the state of IThram

for Hajj. Before making 'Umrah, approach the Miqat and declare the intention. End by sacrificing an animal.
Hajj al Qiran

At Migqat, declare intention to perform both Hajj and “Umrah together. After throwing the Jamrah of

Al-"Agabah, and getting hair shaved or cut that take off his Thram garments and sacrifice animal.

Hajj al Ifrad

At Miqat, declare intention for Hajj only. Maintain Thram garments up to the Day of Sacrifice. No offering is

required from him.
Hajjaj (¢lz)
Pilgrim, one who has made the Hajj.
Hakim (z\Js)
aruler's or governor's title; in some Muslim states, a judge. See Ahkam.
Hakimiya
(gldps0) sovereignty, governance.
Halal (zJ\J))
lawful, permitted, good, beneficial, praiseworthy, honourable. (See mustahabb, mandub)

Halaqa
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A gathering or meeting for the primary purpose of learning about Islam.
Hanif (z;,s2)

pre-Islamic non-Jewish or non-Christian monotheists. Plural: hunafa' (z2l.).
Haqq (zo)

truth, reality, right, righteousness. Al-Haqq is one of 99 names of God.
Haram (z,l»)

forbidden. An individual is rewarded for keeping away from haram done out of obedience, (rather than out of

fear, shyness or the inability to do it.) Antonym: halal. (See mazur, makrouh)
Haram (z,0)

sanctuary.
Hasan (z )

Good, beautiful, admirable. Also a categorization of a hadith's authenticity as "acceptable". (other

categorizations include authenic and fabricated).

Hawaa (pl. ahwaa')
Vain or egotistical desire; individual passion; impulsiveness.

Hidayah (23l3)
guidance from God.

Hijab (zzl-)
literally "cover". It describes the self-covering of the body for the purposes of modesty and dignity; broadly, a
prescribed system of attitudes and behaviour regarding modesty and dignity. (See abayah, al-amira, burnuk,
burqa, chador, jilbab, khimar, milfeh, nigab, purdah, shayla)

Hijra (1 Joz ,3)
Muhammad and his followers' emigration from Mecca to Medina. Literally, "migration". This holiday marks
the beginning of the Muslim New Year on the first day of the month of Muharram. See Rabi Al-Awwal and
abbreviation AH.

Hikmah

Literally this means "wisdom" and refers to the highest possible level of understanding attainable by a Muslim.

In particular, it refers to the illuminative, mystical sort of wisdom that a Gnostic or Sufi might accomplish.
Hima (zp)

wilderness reserve, protected forest, grazing commons, important to khalifa
Hizb (z;-)

One half of a juz', or roughly 1/60th of the Qur'an
Houri (¢4,3 hitriya; pl. hiariyat z,sle)

beautiful and pure young men and women, that Muslims believe inhabit Paradise, or Heaven.
Huda (25)

Guidance.
Hudna (20.,5)

Truce. Cease-fire (often temporary)
Hudud (z25) (sing. hadd)

Literally, limits or boundaries. Usually refers to limits placed by Allah on man; penalties of the Islamic law

(sharia) for particular crimes described in the Qur'an - intoxication, theft, rebellion, adultery and fornication,
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false accusation of adultery, and apostasy. (See ta 'zeer)
Hukm (Cdia)

ruling in the Qur'an or Sunnah. Also spelled Hukum.

I
‘Ibadah (golss)

submission, worship, but not limited to ritual: all expressions of servitude to Allah, including the pursuit of

knowledge, living a pious life, helping, charity, and humility, can be considered ibadah.

bl (1o s )
a jinn banished to Hell for his arrogance and disobedience; aka Satan : derived from the Greek Diabolos or

Devil He is the equivalent of Lucifer.
Td (gs2)
festival or celebration. Alternatively tranliterated Eid.
1d ul-Adha (g5 1l bzs)
"the Festival of Sacrifice." The four day celebration starting on the tenth day of Dhul-Hijja.
1d ul-Fitr (g0 1Jsk))
"the Festival of Fitr (Breaking the fast)." A religious festival that marks the end of the fast of Ramadan.
I'dad Al-'oda (lgsls 1Jg's7s)
"preparation for battle" according to Qur'an
Iftar (Jsbl)
a meal eaten by Muslims breaking their fast after sunset during the month of Ramadan.
Ihram (lz,e)
state of consecration for hajj. Includes dress and or prayer.
Ihsan (lz 0
perfection in worship, such that Muslims try to worship God as if they see Him, and although they cannot see

Him, they undoubtedly believe He is constantly watching over them.
ljaz (legls)
miracle, the character of the Qur'an in both form and content.
Tjazah (|z!;3)
a certificate authorizing one to transmit a subject or text of Islamic knowledge
Ijma’ (zele)
the consensus of either the ummah (or just the ulema) - one of four bases of Islamic Law. More generally,

political consensus itself. Shi'a substitute obedience to the Imam; opposite of ikhtilaf

Ijtihad (Izcels)
During the early times of Islam, the possibility of finding a new solution to a juridical problem. Has not been
allowed in conservative Islam since the Middle Ages. However, Liberal movements within Islam generally

argue that any Muslim can perform ijtihad, given that Islam has no generally accepted clerical hierarchy or

bureaucratic organization. The opposite of ijtihad is taqlid (=3 Jss), Arabic for "imitation”.
Ikhtilaf (lre i)
disagreement among the madhhabs (scholars) of a religious principle; opposite of ijma.

Ikraam (},le)
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